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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1a 1417 17.5 4.5 30 58.2 84.5
1b 1417 9.2 2.4 15 61.6 84.5
2a 357 17.2 5.2 30 57.3 21.3
2b 353 8 2.5 15 53.4 21
3a 1121 18 5.3 30 60.1 66.8
3b 1118 8.7 2.7 15 58.1 66.6
4a 446 17.3 5.6 30 57.5 26.6
4b 442 8.3 2.9 15 55.1 26.3
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Q.2 (a) Examine ways in which central religious themes have been portrayed in 
soap operas. [AO1 30] 


 
  NOTE: TV programmes mentioned in this mark scheme are used as 


examples.  Candidates may refer to other programmes. 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited. 


 Lots of weddings and relationship issues tackled. 


 Moral issues - murder, domestic abuse, pregnancy and adultery. 


 Rape, murder, child abuse, abortion, euthanasia, HIV, drug addiction 
(EastEnders). 


 Tend to be simplistic and sensationalist/no time for proper in-depth treatment 
of issue. 


 Use of religious and moral stereotypes. 
 
  Higher level answers may identify a range of views and programme styles.  


Lower level answers may rely heavily on re-telling the TV programmes and 
offering little evidence and reasoning. 


 
 (b) ‘Television could never replace traditional religious worship.’  Assess this 


view. [AO2 15] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited. 
 
  In favour 


 Stereotype religious characters – Dot Cotton, Vicar Ashley in Emmerdale. 


 Using outdated or simplistic religious doctrines. 


 Television does not seek to indoctrinate or be a substitute for traditional 
worship. 


 Television does not offer times of silence, prayer or spiritual dimension. 


 Complaints from faith communities for misrepresentation. 


 Places of worship offer shared experiences and community. 


 Television does not organise weddings and funerals. 
 
  Against 


 More people able to watch and understand. 


 Everyday realism and contemporary problems. 


 Charities say that television programmes have helped people understand 
complex moral issues. 


 Places of worship can seem strange and unfriendly – television is 
comfortable. 


 Television can provide a higher quality of religious music and spectacle of 
ritual. 


 Television can offer a wider and more expert range of viewpoints than a local 
church can. 


 Religious specific broadcasting remains popular. 








Sticky Note

The opening paragraph is a bit vague.



Sticky Note

Need for greater clarity and better analysis, rather than throw away quotations such as ‘shadow archetype is what we do not want people to see.’ 







Sticky Note

18 marks.Reasonably adequate, some useful technical language, but rather short, with only limited awareness and understanding of the main ideas. There is limited scholarly reference and few examples to help the answer to be more coherent. 



Sticky Note

To gain a higher grade, it needs more depth of knowledge, better examples and the support of more scholars.







Sticky Note

Again, a lack of depth and throw away lines such as ‘Jung’s research on the archetype was written by him’ and ‘there must be something to support his theory.



Sticky Note

The conclusion is a little vague. 



Sticky Note

To gain a higher mark it needs more depth and coherent analysis, with examples supported by scholarly evidence and a range of differing views.







Sticky Note

This is a brief and somewhat patchy answer. It is basic and displays only partial understanding and awareness and with simplistic reasoning. 



Sticky Note

4a) 184b) 8Total 26 marks
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Sticky Note

The opening paragraph is effective, with good use of terms such as ‘double effect’ and the simple case study was interesting and relevant. 



Sticky Note

There is need for more specific scholarship rather than ‘many say...’ 



Sticky Note

There is need to avoid circular arguments and repetition. 







Sticky Note

20 marks.A reasonably full answer, largely relevant and accurate.  It could be improved by greater diversity of ideas and evidence from the course of study supported by the views of scholars.



Sticky Note

It is generally well-organised, but is short and lacks depth of knowledge and scholarly argument. It feels like a rather pedestrian response.



Sticky Note

This answer is longer than (a) but less marks are available – this is poor technique. 







Sticky Note

12 marks.Some arguments could be developed further. There is room for greater use of technical vocabulary, whilst the overall answer could be improved by greater reference to scholarly evidence and scripture, alongside good evidence and examples.



Sticky Note

1a) 20 marks1b) 12 marksTotal: 32 marks 



Sticky Note

The conclusion would benefit from greater clarity.



Sticky Note

The answer relies heavily on scriptural evidence, which is good, but which comes over rather simplistically.
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GCE RELIGIOUS STUDIES (AS) 
RS1/2 CS: INTRODUCTION TO RELIGION IN CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY 


 
MARK SCHEME - SUMMER 2015 


 
 


 
Q.1 (a) Explain the different types of euthanasia and the present legal position of 


euthanasia. [AO1 30] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited. 


 Types of euthanasia – voluntary and involuntary, active and passive. 


 Euthanasia can mean death with dignity. 


 Relief from pain and suffering. 


 Would end suffering and is the loving thing to do. 


 Eases burden on relatives. 


 Eases burden on social services. 


 Saves NHS funding. 


 Prevents over-crowding in hospitals and homes. 


 Response to public demand. 
 
 (b) 'A religious believer should always be willing to assist the death of 


someone who wants to die.'  Assess this view.  [AO2 15] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited. 
 
  In favour 


 Helping to relieve suffering can be the most loving thing to do. 


 Gives a dignified death. 


 Need to honour Father and Mother (Exodus 20:12). 


 Ends unnecessary suffering and family distress. 


 Allows the person freedom of choice regarding timing of their death. 
 
  Against 


 Sanctity of life. 


 Life is a gift from God (Gen. 1:26). 


 Do not murder (Exodus 20:13). 


 Suffering is part of God’s plan. 


 Need to provide better care, hospices. 


 Ahimsa: principle of non-violence. 


 Easy way out. 


 Cure, not kill. 
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2. (a) Examine ways in which central religious themes have been portrayed in soap operas.
[30]


(b) ‘Television could never replace traditional religious worship.’
Assess this view. [15]
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Sticky Note

Better use could have been made of quotations rather than just throwing them away, e.g. ‘Christians say; ‘I just want you to be happy.'



Sticky Note

The opening paragraph is too wordy and vague.







Sticky Note

There is some, albeit limited, awareness of other viewpoints and scholarly opinion, with some use of examples and evidence. 











Sticky Note

26 marks.This is a pretty full answer, with the main facts and ideas covered and mostly accurate.  There is clear use of some technical language and, overall, the answer is coherent. However, there's too much descriptive detail and not enough insight.



Sticky Note

The answer would have been improved with more detailed and effective use of scholars and supporting the answer by more, and clearer, reference to a range of evidence and examples, which would help the answer to flow more efficiency.







Sticky Note

Good use was made of technical terms, but the answer lacked detailed analysis of issues and relied rather heavily on description and anecdotal evidence. More clarity would really help.







Sticky Note

a) = 25 marksb) = 7 marksTotal 33 marks



Sticky Note

7 marks. The answer is very short and shows only limited evaluation and comment. Reasoning and evidence are simplistic and the whole answer is brief and disjointed. 



Sticky Note

To improve the marks, the answer needs more length and breadth of analysis, couple with the views of scholars, supported by appropriate evidence. 
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4. (a) Examine Jung’s view that religious belief meets the human need for mystery and
symbolism. [30]


(b) ‘Jung’s view of religious belief has nothing to support it.’ Assess this view. 


[15]
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Q.4 (a) Explain Jung’s view that religious belief meets the human need for mystery 
and symbolism. [AO1 30] 


 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited. 


 Religion is a reality at the psychic or unconscious level. 


 Religion is vital for psychological maturity – ‘individuation.’ 


 Personal unconscious is common in all people, – the ‘collective unconscious’. 


 Contains primordial images and ‘archetypes’ which are ‘aspects of self’ and 
affect the way we relate to the world. 


 Religion is a reality of the unconscious mind. 


 Good psychological health requires balance of these aspects. 


 Archetypes can be known through myth, symbol and dreams. 


 These are actualised in our relationships – persona, shadow, anima. 


 Religious male/female and good archetypes hidden in everyone. 


 God is not an external object but a psychic truth. 
 
 
(b) ‘Jung’s view of religious belief has nothing to support it.’ 
 Assess this view [AO2 15] 
 
 Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited. 
 
 In favour 


 Jung is vague and lacks clarity and offers false hope to the mentally weak. 


 No empirical evidence. 


 Scientific methodology is questionable. 


 Range of different interpretations possible. 


 Definition of God neither meaningful or verifiable. 
 
  Against 


 Goal of religion is salvation, for Jung goal of life was balance – the two are 
compatible. 


 God is mysterious but there are many ways to find him. 


 God is not ‘out there’, but an inner psychic truth – similar to aspects of 
religious mysticism. 


 Religion is the best way to bring out individuation and therefore crucial to 
psychological health and well-being. 
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1. (a) Explain the different types of euthanasia and the present legal position of euthanasia.
   [30]


 (b) ‘A religious believer should always be willing to assist the death of someone who wants
  to die.’
  Assess this view. [15]
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